he Austerlitz Historical Society has just
The Se crets published the second edition of The Old Houses
= of Austerlitz by Thomas H. Moreland, written while
serving as town Historian. It is a remarkable and
Beh l nd The M/alls fascinating portrayal of a community, seen through
the lens of the 168 surviving pre-twentieth century
BY LIZ GARCER structures in the hamlets of Spencertown and
Austerlitz, NY. But the title is a bit misleading. Not
merely an architectural study; it is the history of a
community and its people. Today, apart from the
firehouse and the Old Austerlitz Historical Society,
the hamlet of Austerlitz consists of just a few dozen
houses. Once, there was a tavern, a hotel, and
Brown’s general store. People came together at places
within a walk or short wagon ride from home.

Tom Movreland is a meticulous researcher and
one can only guess at the hours he has devoted
to creating a richly detailed history of each of
the houses included in this study. The original
version of the book was the product of six years
of research and has been updated over time.
. A town resident since 1980, Moreland retired
PRI - = this year as town historian, a post he had
T — filled since 2016. He discusses not only the
architectural elements of each house, but
provides information about the succession of
owners and what is known about the lives of
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